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certainly not know, the real motives. The testimonies of ancient history must necessarily be weaker than those of modern, as all testimony grows weaker and weaker, as it is more and more remote from us. I would therefore advise you to study ancient history, in general, as other people do; that is, not to be ignorant of any of those facts which are universally received upon the faith of the best historians; and, whether true or false, you have them as other people have them. But modern history, I mean particularly that of the three last centuries, is what I would have you apply to with the greatest attention and exactness. There the probability of coming at the truth is much greater, as the testimonies are much more recent ; besides, anecdotes, memoirs, and original letters, often, come to the aid of modern history. The best memoirs that I know of are those of Cardinal de Ketz, which I have once before recommended to you; and which I advise you to read more than once, with attention. There are many political maxims in these memoirs, most of which are printed in Italics; pray attend to, and remember them. I never read them, but my own experience confirms the truth of them. Many of them seem trifling to people who are not used to business; but those who are, feel the truth of them,
It is time to put an end to this long, rambling letter ; in which, if any one thing can be of use to you, it will more than pay the trouble I have taken to write it. Adieu! Yours.